202                       Woman.

rites are concluded by the Horn, i.e. the burning a little
ghi to the deities.

After all this is over there is great rejoicing through-
out the night, and next morning the newly married
couple are conducted to the bridegroom's home, where
there is a repetition of the feasting and fun. On her arrival
there her mother-in-law puts an iron bracelet on her
wrist, and a little red powder on her forehead, the
recognized signs that she is married. The girl then
returns to her father's house, where she remains, except
for an occasional visit, until the time comes for her
permanently to reside with her husband.

The ceremonies that precede the final departure of a
girl to her husband's home are much simpler. The
priests are again in requisition. They recite the mantras,
the hands of the two are joined by him, and several
deities are worshipped with the object of obtaining a
blessing upon the happy pair. The parting from the
old home is often very sad, as meetings afterwards are
not common ; whilst, frequently, the condition of a
young wife in her husband's family is anything but
enviable. Being only a child, she is under the authority
of the older ladies. Where they are kind, all is well;
but where the opposite there is misery. From this time
she is a member of the husband's family until death.

As soon as she arrives at her new home she enters
the women's apartments and her freedom is at an end.
In her father's house, though for years a wife, she
could go into the more public apartments ; was allowed,
under the care of a servant, to attend school; and was
nearly as unfettered in her movements as an English
girl. But now the scene changes. She must live in the
women's apartments, keep her face veiled when her
brothers-in-law are present, and never be seen speaking